
DRAFT STOUGHTON UTILITIES COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 – 5:00 p.m.
Edmund T. Malinowski Board Room
Stoughton Utilities Administration Office
600 S. Fourth St.
Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Alderperson Michael Engelberger, Citizen Member David Erdman, Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, Mayor Donna Olson, Citizen Member Alan Staats, and Alderperson Elvin (Sonny) Swangstu.

Excused:
Alderperson Eric Hohol
Absent:

Others Present:
Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson,

Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops, Alderperson David Kneebone, and Charles VerVoort.
Call To Order:  Mayor Donna Olson called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.  

Stoughton Utilities Committee Consent Agenda: Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting Consent Agenda Items.  Discussion Followed.  Motion by Alderperson Michael Engelberger, the motion seconded by Alderperson Sonny Swangstu, to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List, Draft Minutes of the August 20, 2012 Regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting, Stoughton Utilities July 2012 Financial Summaries, Stoughton Utilities July 2012 Statistical Information, Stoughton Utilities Communications, Stoughton Utilities Committee Annual Calendar, and the Stoughton Utilities August 2012 Activities Report.  The motion carried unanimously.

Citizen Member David Erdman communicated to the committee that Utilities Director Robert Kardasz was presented with WPPI Energy’s Individual Achievement Award on September 13 at the WPPI Energy Annual Meeting.  Erdman explained that Kardasz was selected for the award due to his commitment and dedication to helping Stoughton Utilities provide excellent service to its customers.

Status Of The Stoughton Utilities Committee Recommendation(s) To The Stoughton Common Council:  Alderperson Michael Engelberger informed the committee that there were no committee recommendations for new business made to the Stoughton Common Council in August.
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Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Emergency Influent Pumps (Screw Pumps) Project:  Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson and Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the ongoing Screw Pumps Project.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Citizen Member David Erdman, the motion seconded by Alderperson Michael Engelberger, to recommend to the Stoughton Common Council the adoption of the corresponding resolution authorizing the Utilities Director to award the installation of the pumps to initiate such pump installation prior to the arrival of inclement weather.  The motion carried unanimously.

Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny arrived at the meeting at 5:08 p.m.

Stoughton Utilities Adoption Of The American Public Power Association (APPA) Safety Manual For Electric Utilities, Fifteenth Edition:  Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the updated safety APPA manual.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Michael Engelberger, the motion seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman, to approve and recommend the approval and adoption of the corresponding resolution to approve the Stoughton Utilities use of the APPA Safety Manual For Electric Utilities, Fifteenth Edition to the Stoughton Common Council.  The motion carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Street Light Inquiry:  Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the response issued to the street light inquiry presented at the August 20, 2012 Utilities Committee Meeting.  Discussion followed.

Stoughton Utilities Governance:  Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed Stoughton Utilities governance.  Discussion followed.  It was recommended to staff that this agenda item be removed from the October, 2012 meeting agenda, and be brought back to the committee at the November, 2012 meeting.
WPPI Energy (WPPI) Orientation Meeting:  Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the invitation to attend the annual WPPI Energy Orientation meeting to be held on October 4, 2012.  Discussion followed.  Alderperson Michael Engelberger expressed an interest in attending the meeting, and requested that he be registered.

Municipal Electric Utilities Of Wisconsin (MEUW) Dinner Meeting:  Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops presented and discussed the invitation to attend the annual MEUW dinner meeting to be held on October 25,  2012.  DRAFT STOUGHTON UTILITIES COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
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Discussion followed.  Citizen member David Erdman express an interest in attending the meeting.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Agenda Items: Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops discussed the scheduled future agenda items.  Discussion followed.  

Citizen Member David Erdman expressed an interest in receiving a report of Stoughton Utilities largest customers, including historical consumption, loads, and billings.

Brian Hoops briefly explained the history of the annual tax roll hearings, and questioned if the committee had an interest in continuing them in 2012.  The committee agreed that the hearings as a positive customer service offering, and felt they should continue.  Citizen Member David Erdman stated that if SU staff ever feels the hearings are a burden or deem them to be unnecessary, the matter be brought back to the committee early in the year in order to allow property owners advance notifications in the regular mailings.
Mayor Donna Olson inquired as to the status of collection of delinquent balances.  Brian Hoops explained that collections is still running strong and a priority at SU, and mid-month balances 30 or more days past-due are at record lows at approximately $50,000 -- just a fraction of 2008 figures which exceeded $350,000.
Future agenda items include:

· Stoughton Utilities tax roll hearings on November 19, 2012

· Stoughton Utilities governance on November 19, 2012.

· Stoughton Utilities large customer report.
· Stoughton Utilities wastewater financial objectives report.
· Stoughton Utilities Financial Forecasts.
Adjournment:  Motion by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, the motion seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman, to adjourn the Regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting at 5:21 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert P. Kardasz, P.E.
Stoughton Utilities Director
