
DRAFT STOUGHTON UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Monday July 20, 2009 – 4:00 p.m.

Edmund T. Malinowski Room
Stoughton Utilities Administration Office
600 S. Fourth St.
Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, Citizen Member David Erdman, Mayor Jim Griffin, Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, Alderperson Paul Lawrence, Citizen Member Norval Morgan, and Alderperson Steve Tone. 
Absent and Excused:
None.  
Absent:
None.
Others Present:
Alderperson Ron Christianson, Alderperson Greg Jenson, Alderperson Tim Carter, Jodi Dobson, CPA, Manager - Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LP, Stoughton EMS Director Cathy Rigdon, Stoughton Finance Director and Treasurer Laurie Sullivan, Stoughton Utilities Billing and Consumer Services Technician Erin N. Bothum, Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson, Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops, Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings, CPA, Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, P.E.,  and Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood,.
Call To Order:  Mayor Jim Griffin called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting to order at 4:00 p. m.
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Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List.  Motion by Citizen Member David Erdman, seconded by Citizen Member Norval Morgan, to approve the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List as presented and recommend its approval to the Stoughton Common Council on July 28, 2009.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Consent Agenda: Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting Consent Agenda Items.  Motion by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  Final Minutes of the May 18, 2009 and Draft Minutes of the June 15, 2009 Regular Meetings of the Stoughton Utilities Committee, Stoughton Utilities May 2009 Financial Summary, Stoughton Utilities May 2009 Statistical Information, Stoughton Utilities Communications, Stoughton Utilities Committee 12-Month Calendar, Stoughton Utilities June 2009 Activities Report, and the Status of the June 15, 2009 Recommendations to the Stoughton Common Council.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities Management Team Verbal Report: 
Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson discussed the following:

· The Wastewater System staff has been doing system maintenance.
· Recently participated in a Green Tier mercury reduction meeting.
· The Main Street and Seventh Street Stoughton Utilities Project is proceeding on schedule.

Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings discussed the following:

· The water rate review has been filed with the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (WPSC) and is on schedule for a 14% two-phase adjustment.  Residential customers should experience an increase of $1.66 on their monthly water bill.  Customer notices will be provided next month.

· The Stoughton Fair booth was another success.
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· Funding for the East Elevated Water Storage Tank is under evaluation.
Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops explained the following:

· Approximately 70 customers received service disconnection for failure to meet their financial obligations.

· The August power challenge was receiving significant interest from the customers.

Proposed Building Title Transfer From The City Of Stoughton To Stoughton Utilities Status Report No. 3:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings, and Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP Manager Jodi Dobson presented and discussed the proposed building title transfer from the City of Stoughton to Stoughton Utilities Status Report No. 3.  Discussion followed.  

Alderperson Carl Chenoweth arrived at the meeting at 4:10 p.m.

Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz explained that in order to present a proposed 2010 budget at the September 14, 2009 Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting, this item will be on the agenda for action at the August 17, 2009 Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting.

Stoughton Utilities Procedures For Establishing New Customer Accounts:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz and Stoughton Utilities Office and Information Systems Supervisor Brian Hoops discussed the Stoughton Utilities procedures for working with customer properties that become unoccupied.  Discussion followed. Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman to approve the Stoughton Utilities procedures for establishing new customer accounts.  Carried unanimously.
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Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood reported the following:

· Crews continue working in Riverwood Estates and along Lake View Drive.

· Work continues with Forster Electrical Engineering, Inc. regarding refinements to the electric supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) upgrades.

· Working with Concordia Wireless regarding a permanent electric service.

Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny arrived at the meeting at 4:25 p.m.

Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program and eligible applicants.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Alderperson David Erdman, to donate $1,100 from the Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program to the Martin Luther Christian Schools.  Carried unanimously.
Motion by Alderperson Steve Tone, seconded by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth to remove Preserve America from the RoundUp Program qualifying applicants.  Carried unanimously.  

Stoughton Utilities Investments Quarterly Report:  Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Investments Quarterly Report.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Steve Tone, seconded by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, to accept the Stoughton Utilities Investments Quarterly Report.  Carried unanimously.

Motion by Alderperson Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, to request Alderperson Steve Tone work with Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings in developing monitoring investment risk language, diversification, and reporting protocols to the Stoughton Utilities Committee.  Carried unanimously.  
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Stoughton Utilities Governance:  Alderperson Carl Chenoweth presented and discussed Stoughton Utilities Governance.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny to develop the pros and cons of Utilities Commission governance by November 2009, and present this information to the Stoughton Common Council in earl 2010.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting Starting Times:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting Starting Time.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Steve Tone, seconded by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth to establish 5:00 p.m. as the starting time for regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meetings.  Carried on a roll call vote five to two with Citizen Member David Erdman and Alderperson Paul Lawrence voting Noe.
Stoughton Utilities Second Annual Summer Savings Challenge:    Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Second Annual Summer Savings Program.    Discussion followed.  Approximately 800 electric customers are enrolled.   

Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Meeting Agenda Item(s): 

· Stoughton Utilities Investment Policy revisions.
Alderperson Paul Lawrence excused himself from the meeting at 5:15 p.m.

Stoughton Utilities Proposed Property Acquisition:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities proposed property acquisition.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny to request staff to enter into negotiations regarding the property acquisition.  Carried unanimously.
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Adjournment:  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member Norval Morgan, to adjourn the Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting at 5:25 p.m. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Erin N. Bothum

Stoughton Utilities Billing and Consumer Services Technician

