UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Monday, April 16, 2007 – 4:30 p.m.

Utilities Conference Room

Stoughton Utilities Administrative Offices
Stoughton Utilities Building

600 S. Fourth Street

Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Citizen Member John Kallas, Alderperson Paul Lawrence, Citizen Member Norval Morgan and Alderperson Gerald Olsen. 
Absent and Excused:
Mayor Helen Johnson, Alderperson James Griffin and Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny.
Absent:


None.
Others Present:
Alderperson Ron Christianson, Alderperson Elvin “Sonny” Swangstu, Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson, Stoughton Utilities Operations Superintendent Sean Grady, Stoughton Utilities Finance & Administrative Manager Kim Jennings, Stoughton Utilities Water System Supervisor Roger Thorson, Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood and Stoughton Utilities Administrative Assistant Michelle Sobojinski.
Meeting was held without a quorum.

Call To Order:  Alderperson Gerald Olsen called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List.  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas, to approve the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List as presented.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Consent Agenda: Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Consent Agenda Items.  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  Draft Minutes of the March 19, 2007; Stoughton Utilities Communications; Stoughton Utilities 12-Month Calendar; Stoughton Utilities March 2007 Activities Report; Status of the Stoughton Utilities Committee March 19, 2007 recommendations to the Common Council.  Carried unanimously.
Utilities Director Robert Kardasz introduced Utilities Finance & Administrative Manager Kim Jennings.

Stoughton Utilities Proposed Acquisition Of Additional Member Units In The American Transmission Company LLC (ATCLLC):  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the proposed acquisition of additional member units in the ATCLLC.  Motion by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member Norval Morgan to approve and recommend to the Common Council the acquisition of an additional 875 Member Units in ATCLLC.  Carried unanimously.
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Proposed Resolution Authorizing Stoughton Utilities The Security Of Temporary Advance Of Internal Funds For The Funding Of The 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the proposed resolution authorizing Stoughton Utilities the security of temporary advance of internal funds for the funding of the 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project.  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas to recommend the common council to adopt the resolution to authorize Stoughton Utilities to advance funds from internal accounts to pay up to $1,400,000 in engineering and construction costs for the 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities Proposed Acquisition Of The West Electric Substation Property:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities proposed West Electric Substation property acquisition.   

Stoughton Utilities Annual Consumer Confidence Report To Our Water Consumers:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Annual Consumer Confidence Report To Our Water Consumers.

Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI) Orientation Meeting:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the May 2, 2007 WPPI orientation meeting.

Stoughton Utilities Finance/Administrative Transition Status Report No. 4:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz and Stoughton Utilities Finance & Administrative Manager Kim Jennings presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Finance/Administrative Transition Status Report No. 4.
Stoughton Utilities Staff Verbal Reports:  
· Stoughton Utilities Operations Superintendent Sean Grady reported that Cycle 1 electric disconnects started today with 150 phone calls/notice deliveries to customers.  John McLain and Lawrence Scheel just completed their 3rd and 2nd year, respectively, in their apprenticeship programs.  Wright Tree Service is in the city trimming trees.  If there are any issues from our customers, we work with them to resolve them.  They will be here for two more weeks.  We are investigating the purchase of a plug-in electric vehicle.  This vehicle would be utilized for a variety of uses including: hydrant flushing, bank and mail deposits, meter reading, etc.  A $5,000 grant is available from WPPI towards the purchase of this vehicle.
· Stoughton Utilities Water System Supervisor Roger Thorson reported that staff remains busy with the Automatic Meter Reading Project.  Approximately 250 water meters were installed in March.  The 2007 Construction Project on S Page Street and Stoughton Avenue will be starting soon.
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· Stoughton Utilities Finance & Administrative Manager Kim Jennings reported that she is familiarizing herself with staff and Stoughton Utilities policies and procedures.  She requested suggestions on what type of information the committee members would like to see for the financial reports and statistical information.
· Stoughton Utilities Wastewater System Supervisor Brian Erickson reported that the Wastewater Hydraulic Improvements Project is taking a lot of his time.  This years Slip Lining Project will line 4,600 feet of sanitary sewer.  Along with the Water Division, the Wastewater Division will be involved with the 2007 Construction Project on S Page Street and Stoughton Avenue.  Staff has been busy televising and cleaning sanitary sewers throughout the city.
· Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood stated staff has been busy with tree trimming throughout the city.  They have also been busy repairing and installing new underground cables and transformer relocations.  The storm last Wednesday found the downtown area out of power.  Staff was able to have it restored in less than 20 minutes.  The storm also caused some lines and fuses to fail in rural parts of our service territory.  All power was restored to those affected by 6:00 p.m.
· Stoughton Utilities Administrative Assistant Michelle Sobojinski reported that she continues to actively assist with the Automatic Meter Reading Project.  She also reported that she is assisting the billing area with the disconnection process.
Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Meeting Agenda Item(s):  Alderperson Gerald Olsen requested the new committee review the financial information provided and discuss alternatives or new ideas.
Adjournment:  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas to adjourn the Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting at 5:00 p.m. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle D. Sobojinski
Stoughton Utilities Administrative Assistant
