
UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Monday, November 20, 2006 – 4:30 p.m.

Utilities Conference Room

Stoughton Utilities Administrative Offices
Stoughton Utilities Building

600 S. Fourth Street

Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Mayor Helen Johnson, Alderperson James Griffin, Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, Citizen Member John Kallas, Alderperson Paul Lawrence, Citizen Member Norval Morgan and Alderperson Gerald Olsen. 
Absent and Excused:
None.
Absent:


None.
Others Present:
Art Webb, D. Mark Browning of Environmental Consultants, Incorporated, City Clerk/Personnel Director Luann Alme, City Attorney Mike Haas, Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, Utilities Accounting Supervisor Kristy Vike-Manthe and Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood.
Call To Order:  Mayor Helen Johnson called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
Minutes:  Moved by Alderperson Gerald Olsen, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas, to approve the draft minutes of the October 16, 2006 regular Utilities Committee meeting, the two October 23, 2006 special meetings, and the November 1 and 13, 2006 special Utilities Committee meeting.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List.  Moved by Alderperson James Griffin, seconded by Alderperson Gerald Olsen, to recommend the approval of the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List to the Common Council.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities September 2006 Financial Statements: Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the September 2006 Financial Statements.  
Stoughton Utilities October 2006 Statistics:  Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the October 2006 Statistics.
Stoughton Utilities Communications: Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the following:
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· October 26, 2006 News Release regarding a Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI) and Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) long-term power supply agreement.

· October 30, 2006 Memorandum from Bev Matthews and Tammy Freeman of Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI) regarding a Typical (Electric) Bill Summary. 

· November 1, 2006 letter of appreciation from City of Stoughton Food Pantry Volunteer Arlene Lisky regarding a recent Stoughton Utilities food donation.

· November 2, 2006 Memorandum from Roy Thilly of Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI) regarding Developments.  

· November 2, 2006 Memorandum from Mike Stuart of Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. WPPI regarding Regulatory Developments-WPL and WEPCO Rate Cases.

· November 2, 2006 Advertisement for bids for the Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Enhancements Project.
· November 16, 2006 News Release regarding three new members of Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI).
· November 2006 Wisconsin Public Power, Inc. (WPPI) Third Quarter Highlights.

· November 2006 edition of the Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin “Live Lines” Newsletter article featuring five utilities including Stoughton Utilities’ activities during National Public Power Week. 

· November 2006 edition of the Customers First Coalition “The Wire” Newsletter.

· November/December edition of the American Public Power Association (APPA) “Public Power” Magazine.

Mayor Helen Johnson requested the following verbal status reports:
· Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood reported that the wildlife protection system being installed at the electric substations would be completed next month and Stoughton Utilities has been selected to host the 2008 Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW) Lineman’s Rodeo.

· Stoughton Utilities Accounting Supervisor Kristy Vike-Manthe stated that borrowed electric and water funds will be received on November 28, 2006 and $11,547 in delinquent utilities bills was placed on the tax roll.  
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Assessment Of The Stoughton Utilities’ Vegetation Management Program:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz introduced ISA Certified Utility Specialist and Arborist D. Mark Browning of Environmental Consultants, Inc.  Mr. Browning presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Vegetation Management Program Assessment.
Stoughton Utilities July 25, 2006 Invoice No. 7619 For $290.84:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities July 25, 2006 Invoice No. 7619 for $290.84.  Discussion followed. Motion by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny to rescind the offer of an invoice adjustment of $145.00 to Mr. Art Webb and to authorize staff to seek full payment from Mr. Webb.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities Consent Agenda Proposal:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Consent Agenda Proposal and items tabled at the October 16, 2006 regular Utilities Committee meeting. Motion by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Mayor Helen Johnson to approve the consent agenda procedure for future regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meetings for a six month trial period.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities Proposed West Electric Substation Property Acquisition:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the proposed West Electric Substation property acquisition, a November 17, 2006 memorandum from City Attorney Michael Haas regarding property owner contacts, and a rendering of the substation on the recommended property.  Moved by Alderperson James Griffin, seconded by Alderperson Gerald Olsen to table the item and to invite owners of properties considered suitable for the substation to join the consulting engineer for an informational meeting where no final determination is scheduled.  Carried unanimously. 
Stoughton Utilities Committee Regular Meeting Date:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee Regular Meeting Date.  Discussion followed.  No action was taken.
Stoughton Utilities Committee 12-Month Calendar:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee 12-month calendar.

Stoughton Utilities October 2006 Activities Reports:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities October 2006 Activities Reports.

Status Of Stoughton Utilities Committee October 16, 2006 Recommendations To The Common Council:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the status of the Stoughton Utilities Committee October 16, 2006 recommendations to the Common Council.
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Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Meeting Agenda Item(s):  The West Electric Substation Property Acquisition.

Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny excused himself from the meeting at 5:20 p.m.
Stoughton Utilities Administrative/Financial And Customer Service Operations (AFCSO) Review:  Moved by Citizen Member John Kallas, seconded by Alderperson Paul Lawrence to close the meeting at 5:25 p.m. pursuant to Section 19.85 (1) (c), State Statutes, for considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercise responsibility, and then reopen for the regular course of business.
Adjournment:  Moved by Citizen Member john Kallas, seconded by Alderperson Paul Lawrence to reopen the meeting and adjourn the Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting at 6:05 p.m. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert P. Kardasz, P.E.
Stoughton Utilities Director
